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president’s message                                                                   

Dear fellow Mountain Artists Guild members, 

Summer is here, and lots of fun things are happening at MAG: great 
workshops, a new show in the main gallery, a fun artists’ supplies 
garage sale July 23rd, and of course the Summer Festival in August. 
I hope to see many of you out and about. Oh, and one last thing – 
don’t forget our 4th Fridays during these summer months. The 
weather is great, it stays light throughout the evening, and no bad 
roads to deal with when driving home.  Let’s plan to socialize this 
summer! 

One piece of business that we do have to address is the 
membership approval of the re-write of the Gallery and Gift Shop 
bylaws. We needed to bring them into compliance with the Guild 
bylaws that we updated in 2015. There is nothing too remarkable 
other than the "Gallery Committee" is now officially the Gallery and 
Gift Shop Board of Directors, which in reality they always (well, 
almost always) have been without giving them their just title.  

The main change is to guarantee the autonomy of the Gallery and 
Gift Shop, just like the revised Guild by-laws call for, which in itself 
keeps the volunteer spirit strong and healthy at MAG. 

These new bylaws do not call for a general election. The “Gallery 
Committee” always operated as a volunteer group, and they invite 
or dis-invite members as seems best for the group and MAG as a 
whole, and that procedure has served us very well these many 
years.  

In the event that the guild membership ever feels something has 
gone awry, they can always call a special meeting and over-ride the 
board. Attorney Melody Reifsnyder sat in on the drafting, and made 
sure all is kosher from a legal point of view. 

We hope to vote on this at July’s 4th Friday Membership Meeting. 
That leaves plenty of time for your comments and questions. If you 
can’t make July 4th Friday and need a mail-in ballot, please call or 
stop by the office. Look for a copy on the News tab of our website. 

Please spread the word about our summer art classes for kids – 
Most Monday/Tuesdays through out the summer.  

Don’t forget your sunscreen! 
Janis Keeling  
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mag’s own nationally renowned portrait artist

On May 17, MAG member Chris Saper was privileged to 
attend the unveiling of former Secretary Janet Napolitano’s 
official portrait for the Department of Homeland Security in 
Washington, DC.
       
Chris said it was such an honor to be able to paint this 
portrait, and to be invited to participate in the official 
ceremony in Washington DC last week. The entire staff at 
the Department of Homeland Security was incredibly 
gracious and well-organized, and executed an elegant 
event attended by about 200 people, held at the onsite 
chapel at the DHS headquarters. Program speakers 
included current Secretary Jeh Johnson, Deputy Secretary 
Alejandra Mayorkas, Secretary Napolitano and myself, 
following a formal color guard presentation and singing of 
the national anthem by vocalist Tammy Padilla, 
Intelligence and Analysis.
        
“Chris was asked to say a few words about the experience of painting Janet Napolitano for 
her official portrait. One of the best ways to describe this might be to share a couple of 
vignettes about the impressions I gained about Janet during the times I've met with her at her 
Oakland home. The living room window in Janet's apartment faces west, so the view includes 
the shipping yards, the bay, the peninsula, and then the ocean beyond. Janet described how 
her grandfather brought his entire family to the United States from Italy, and worked in the 
shipyards she sees every day.  When I asked her about some of her favorite memories of her 
tenure at homeland security, she said that one of the most moving experiences was swearing 
in new citizens at Ellis Island. These little cameos really underscored, for me, a poignant 
symmetry  - a portrait of a woman who is a deeply compassionate humanitarian." 
     
“I thank all of the welcoming, helpful staff both in DC and in Oakland and, of course, former 
Secretary Napolitano for trusting me with this historically significant work” Saper concluded.
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news from the gallery board of directors

Our name was recently changed from Gallery Committee to Gallery Board of Directors. 

The timeline for our upcoming shows have changed.  The Main Gallery shows will now be every 2 
months, instead of 3 months.  

There are several reasons for this change  
There will be no conflict with the Artist Studio Tour in October
It will afford our members to show more art more often
You will be able to visit the Gallery more often to see more artwork
More exposure for our Gallery with more advertising

What this means for our members
New intake form - soon we will be able to fill it out online
Member intake fee - $15 - non-member $35
Member non hosting fee - $20 - non-member $60
Hosting will be a total of 8 hours - two shifts of 4 hours

Your artwork must be “Gallery Ready” for our Main Gallery.  During intake, we will have a “fix it” 
station next to the inspection station for your 2-D artwork.  Supplies will be available for correcting 
framed art and wire hanging issues.  A small charge of $10 will cover the cost of supplies.     

66th Annual Arts and Crafts Festival

August 13 & 14, 2016 
   Saturday 9am - 5pm & Sunday 9am - 4pm

 
Prescott, Arizona's Mountain Artists Guild presents its 66th Annual Arts & Crafts 
Festival on August 13 and 14, 2016.   This juried festival showcases a select group of 
artisans and crafters under the tall trees that shade the Historic Courthouse Plaza in 
downtown Prescott. The Mountain Artists Guild, a non-profit group of artists, has been 
supporting art and art education in the Prescott area since its founding by Mabel 
Laurence and famous Cowboy Artist George Phippen in 1949. Resting at 5,300 feet 
elevation and surrounded by the scenic mountains of Central Arizona, the Prescott 
Courthouse Square is an exceptionally attractive venue, a joy to exhibitors and visitors 
alike. Located along Montezuma Street and Prescott's infamous Whiskey Row, one-
time haunt of the Earp brothers and Doc Holliday, the Festival site is within easy 
walking distance of fine restaurants, wonderful and unique shops, art galleries, modern 
and historic hotels and more than a few places where you can wet your whistle. Parking 
is easy at the city’s Granite Street Parking Garage, one-half block from the Festival site. 
This event attracts people from all over the country who enjoy fine art and crafts, music, 
and a day under the shade of the big trees of Prescott’s Courthouse Square.
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main gallery

spotlight room reception on 4th friday
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MAG would like any of your household or other items donated for the Art for Youth Rummage 
Yard Sale.  Please bring your clean, ready-for-sale items to MAG for the rummage sale.
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Curator’s Blog: Concept

Concept is defined as an abstract idea or a general notion.

We call ourselves artists and that term is as broad and nondescript as the many mediums we choose to 
work in, the techniques that we learn and the skill level we each possess.  But there is one factor that unites us 
all and that is concept.   It doesn’t matter if you paint, weld or do underwater basket weaving, without concept 
there is no difference in the art that we create versus what a machine can generate.

From the first time that we as children pick up a crayon to color on a placemat at a restaurant, concept 
begins.   What colors go where? How to follow the rules and connect the dots -- or not to?   As we get older and 
continue our growth as artists we learn what I would call “the basics” -- light, balance, shape, composition and 
color.   After that we learn different mediums and may find one or more types of work that we are really good at 
creating.   There is trial and error to learn the techniques and it can be intimidating, time consuming, sometimes 
infuriating but eventually rewarding.  All these factors that we have to consider when we are making our passion 
and somehow, somewhere along the way we may have forgotten the child that decided NOT to connect the dots 
the way that was intended.

When I was in my BFA program, from day one, it was purely concept 
first -- then create.  It got to the point that I could barely paint a still life without 
trying to bring in some other factor that made my work something more than 
three really well rendered onions.   Being an artist meant seeing what others 
didn’t see and conveying that to the world.   We would create from a single 
word, an emotion, a color, a song, even the way the breeze feels on a hot 
Arizona day.  I can honestly say that the greatest artistic technique I have ever 
learned was to truly feel the abstract idea of my work before I ever started my 
first sketch.

Why is this so important?   A number of reasons.   For someone like 
myself, I do commissioned work.   So, technique aside, to make your client 
happy, you need to be able to really understand the vision that they want you 
to create.   Also, feeling the concept of art, versus just looking at it, is the 
greatest skill that any curator can have.   It makes hanging, lighting, grouping bodies of work, working with the 
artists and even tagging the pieces —an art within itself.   For others, you may be confronted with a challenging 
concept for a show, but it will force you to have to stretch your limits and create something that you might never 
have chosen to do on your own.  Finally, it is always the place to start over when a piece just isn’t working.  Go 
back to the original reason why you wanted to create the piece -- is it just something pretty?   Or is it more?  
There is nothing like the feeling of creating something that is truly part of your soul and having others appreciate 
it for the way that it makes them feel.  

There is no skill set or technique that can replace concept.   Without concept, our work is nothing more 
than the skills we possess in that particular medium. Aristotle said it best, “The aim of art is to represent not the 
outward appearance of things, but their inward significance.”  -V                                                                     
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mag artist profile

artist’s Name: Connie Finchum       MAG member since: 2004

Even among artists it is hard but very rewarding and exciting to meet a person like 
Connie who is filled with a great enthusiasm to creating ceramics. Her interest in the 
art of pottery is truly contagious, and after a few minutes of talking with her an amazing 
world of pottery definitely grabs your attention and makes you appreciate the depth of 
knowledge, intelligence and taste which are required of ceramic artists. 

personal information: Connie was born in Toledo, Ohio and at the age of five moved 
with her family to California. As a child she was influenced by her dad who was a 
machinist by trade and mathematician by education and young Connie became 
fascinated observing her dad fixing equipment. The desire to explore and understand 
how the things work guided her through Humboldt State University, the University of 

Illinois and California Polytechnic State University, 
graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 
and Physics and also, a Lifetime Secondary Teaching 
Credential. After graduating she spent nine years 
teaching math at Stanford Junior High school. Realizing 
that she really enjoyed math and research, Connie took a job as a software 
engineer with the Hughes Aircraft Company. She then had the opportunity to 
attend the University of Southern California and obtained her Master’s Degree in 
Computer Science from the Engineering Department at USC. At Hughes she was 
quickly promoted to a management position, which she kept for the next 26 years. 

After retiring from Hughes Aircraft Company, she moved to Prescott in 2003 and in 2004 got involved with 
Mountain Artists Guild. Connie served as the Secretary of the Board of Directors of MAG from 2004 - 2006. She 
maintained the MAG Web site 2006 - 2009 and together with Marlene Slayton was Director of the MAG Gallery. 
Most recently Connie served as a Vice President of the MAG Board of Directors from 2013 - 2015, being 
involved in multiple Guilds’ initiatives, such as Annual Scholarship Art Auctions, etc.

art/education/influences: All her life, Connie took art classes and workshops in drawing and portrait painting. 
Connie’s path to pottery was through creating porcelain dolls that became her introduction to the three 

dimensional art. Connie wanted to create her own shapes and colors and she 
became fascinated with the enormous variety of styles and techniques 
employed by the ceramic masters. Connie liked the work of Ellen Shankin, 
who has a wonderful sense of proportion and alters her pieces in very 
interesting ways. Julia Galloway’s work impressed Connie because Julia’s 
creations are glazed with almost a watercolor effect and she uses Gold and 
Platinum lusters. Because lusters are toxic and do not produce consistent 
results, Connie is working with gold leaf technics on pottery, although it is not 
food safe. Stephen Hill uses slip (thick liquid clay) on his thrown pieces to 
accent and empathize of the fluid nature of clay. Connie has participated in 
multiple workshops with ceramic instructors including Carol Commins, Sandy 

Terry, Steven Hill, Laura Bloomenstein and Steven Branfman who is a Raku Master. The 
studies never stop and now Connie is taking classes on pottery at Yavapai College.

pottery art: Connie loves the feeling of touching clay and a sense of wonder of never being 
able to fully control the process of pottery creation. She is dedicated to making functional 
pottery (cups, bowls and vases) in a Japanese style, which she considers as being the most 
beautiful with a touch of imperfection while being symmetrical and useful. For many years 
she was experimenting with different glazes and decoration methods. She loves how the 
fluidity of running glazing colors leaves her excited with anticipation to see her new creation 
when she opens her kiln (the stove for ceramics).                                  concluded on page 8
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Her pottery has a wonderful balance of colors and shapes that gives the viewer a desire to touch and use her 
creations. Connie likes to work in her studio with her own wheel and kiln, but she also enjoys working closely 
with other potters because she greatly appreciates a sense of comradeship of other potters sharing their 
knowledge.

Connie lives in Prescott with Don, her husband of 48 years. She can be reached via her Web site 
FineArtsAz.com.                           

Artist profile written and submitted by Nina Dennison.   
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June 16 - July 14  Spotlight Room  Judy Lewis/ Diana Blochberger       
June 29 - Aug 27 Main Gallery Monsoon Magic                                          
July 2 - 4 Gallery closed                                                                             
July 14 - Aug 18  Spotlight Room  Alice Gunter                                     
July 22 4th Friday Art Walk 5pm - 7pm                                                   
Aug 19 - Sept 14  Spotlight Room PFLAG                                               
Aug 26 4th Friday Art Walk 4pm - 7pm                                                    
Aug 29 - Oct 28  Main Gallery Fall Festival                                     
Sept 16 - Oct 19  Spotlight Room Artist Studio Tour Group                                                               
Oct 21 - Nov 16  Spotlight Room Arizona Print Group                          
Nov 2 - Dec 23 Main Gallery Holiday Gift Show                                    
Nov 18 - Dec 23  Spotlight Room  MAG Miniature Show
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OPEN STUDIOS

Oil Painting Group  (All media welcome)                               
Wednesdays, 9am - Noon                                                                        

$2 member - $4 non-member, per day                                                  
Alice Gunter - Coordinator

Water Media Group (hiatus until Aug 18)                                                     
Thursdays, 9am - Noon                                                                            

$2 member - $4 non-member, per day                                                
Sandy Swan - Coordinator

Portrait/Costumed Model (All media welcome)                            
Fridays, 9am - Noon                                                                               

$10 member - $15 non-member, per day                                           
Dorothy Ray - Coordinator

 Calendar of Events
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please donate to help the animals

H e r i t a g e P a r k 
Z o o l o g i c a l 
Sanctuary would 
like your donated 
artwork for their 
silent auction.  This 
is for their largest 
fundraiser of the 
year, Taste of the 
Wild.  The zoo 
would like artwork 
donated by the end 
of August (or sooner 
if possible) so they 
can put together 
s i l e n t a u c t i o n 
packages.  This is 
worked on all year, 
so a lot of planning 
a n d p r e p a r a t i o n 
goes into putting it 
all together.

HPZS would love to 
have animal related 
artwork or jewelry,  
yet would be happy 
with what you would 
be willing to donate 
for the auction.  This 
is a tax deduction for 
you as HPZS is a 
5 0 1 ( C ) ( 3 ) n o n 
profit. 

HPZS takes in over 200 injured  and rescued animals each year.  If possible, these animals 
are released back into the wild after rehabilitation.  The zoo depends solely on donations from 
the public and receives no other funding assistance.

Many MAG members have generously donated in past years.  If you can help out again, 
please contact Lyn DeLano at ldelano@cableone.net or 928-708-9991. Your work can be 
dropped off at MAG.  The zoo website is http://heritageparkzoo.org. 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1403 Heritage Park Rd.; Prescott, AZ  86301  
www.HeritageParkZoo.org;   Phone: 928.778.4242
501(c)(3) non-profit organization  
supported by the community

Sunday, October 9, 2016 
2:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

21 and over only please

• Tastes from your favorite local  
    restaurants, wineries and breweries
• Behind-the-scenes tours 
• Silent auction and raffle
• Entertainment, games, and live music  
    throughout the park 
• Free parking shuttle

For more information, call 778-4242

Tickets are $65 per person, if purchased 

before July 1, 2016; $75 per person. after.

To order tickets: call (928) 778-4242   
or at www.HeritagePark Zoo.org

Sponsored by  
Lyn & Steve DeLano

mailto:ldelano@cableone.net
http://heritageparkzoo.org
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upcoming workshops                                                                                                                         
          July 11, 12, 13 & 14                                                                                            

Portraiture                                                                                                                    
Chris Saper, Instructor

                     

August 20 and 27, 2016                         
Fused and Slumped Glass                           
Patty Lindsey, Instructor 

past workshops

Mixed Media College workshop by Pat Lambrecht-Hould 

Watercolor workshop by Caroline Linscott
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Mountain Artists Guild 
& Gallery 

228 N. Alarcon Street 
Prescott, AZ 86301 

  
Business Office 

Hours: 9am to 3pm 
Monday-Friday 

Tel: 928-445-2510 
Fax: 928-776-4861 

  
Gallery Hours 

Mon–Fri: 10am to 4pm 
Sat: 11am to 3pm 

Sun: Closed 
Tel: 928-776-4009 

  
Email 

magart@qwestoffice.net 

  
Websites 

www.mountainartistsguild.org 

www.prescottartfestivals.com


