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President’s Message                                                                   
   
   Season’s greetings! I hope your fall has been glorious as now 
we look forward to traditions and family at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. How time flies!
  We, on the 2015-2016 board of directors, wish all the best to 
MAG’s new team. Hopefully you heard, at the October 4th Friday 
celebration, that the board elections results are Muriel Haverland as 
President, Melody Reifsnyder as Vice President, David Strauss as 
Secretary, Bill Reno as Treasurer, and Terry Carrillo, Vera Bloch, and 
Jim Pickering, as Members at Large. They will need your support 
and continuing spirit of volunteerism.  We so appreciate everyone’s 
willingness to give their personal time to make MAG great.
  Just to remind you, thanks to the generosity of the Capital 
Canyon Club, this year’s Annual Scholarship Auction will be an 
exciting event!  Formerly known as the Hassayampa Country Club, 
the new Capital Canyon Club is a sought-after event venue with its 
breath-taking vistas and impeccable service.  This year’s event, held 
on Friday, December 2nd, includes a formal three-course dinner.  The 
live auction will take place in segments between courses.  Silent 
auction items will be available for bidding throughout the evening. 
Tickets are available individually, at $50.00 each, or by tables of 8 to 
10.  Space is limited to 100 ticket-holders so be sure to reserve your 
space soon!  As always for this event, all proceeds go towards 
scholarships for deserving Yavapai County students  who continue 
their education in the visual arts.  Come out for great art, and a great 
meal in a great place to help some great kids! 
  In the gallery, the Holiday Gift Show has begun. Come in and 
check it out, and see what fantastic gifts you can find. The Spotlight 
Show, beginning in November, will put special emphasis on miniature 
paintings. You can find offerings by coveted artists at special prices!
  Finally, there is an amazing line-up of workshops being offered 
this coming year.  Check out the list at MountainArtistsGuild.org. 
  The new incoming board and our wonderful gallery curator 
have some great ideas for MAG in the coming months. Be expecting 
MAG to get even better in 2017.

Hope to see you in the Gallery soon!
Janis Keeling
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Curator’s Blog:  The Gift of Art


Tis the season for being thankful.  So it made the most sense to write about "The Gift of Art."    What is art? 
What gives art value? And what is “The Gift of Art”?


Art is by definition the expression or application of human creative skill and imagination, typically in a visual form 
such as painting or sculpture, producing works to be appreciated primarily for their beauty or emotional power. I 
find this definition accurate and just vague enough to be all-inclusive.  Art can be anything - it is the concept 
that we, as the creator, assign to the work that makes it “art”.  Any medium is as relevant to the next and any 
skill level is capable of creating something that is precious and loved.  For example, my skill level over 30 years 
of drawing has grown leaps and bounds, yet my mother holds on to things I drew on placemats when I was 3, 
verses portraits I have made recently.  


The value of art is only what either we as artists have invested in our work, OR the worth that the art owner 
feels like the art is valued at.  Yes, there are people that only buy and collect art for the dollar amount “value” of 
a piece, but I feel the real value is more emotional than money.  I recall the moment I was drawing a flower 
outside of the art building on campus.  I was so bored with still life and florals for weeks on end, then in that 
moment I saw something.  I did not look at the flower anymore, but the shapes of colors, light and shadows 
within and around each petal, leaf and stem.  This transformed my vision of how to render art.  No more 
outlines, only shapes of color and how light plays off each shape.  I still have that drawing of the flower in my 
sketchbook…it is not that good or worth anything to anyone else, but it was the change that made me really 
learn to see, and it’s more valuable than any piece I have ever sold.


Is being able to create art a gift?  I feel that creativity is a gift, but the skill to make a concept into something 
physical can be learned. At times, I would argue with my “non-artists” friends about my work.  They would say 
that I had a talent that was given to me.  But what I would tell them is that it was not given, it is learned and 
earned.  I am not a Mozart or Picasso, who could just create like the old masters from the time they could walk.  
I have put in countless hours of practice and study to be able to create my work.  I tell them 
that, “Art is not like riding a bike, it’s like playing a musical instrument. The idea of how to 
do it is there, but the skill takes continued practice to maintain and advance.”  


I am thankful for “The Gift of Art”.  It is an outlet to a voice unspoken.  It is the physical 
manifestation of a concept we can share with others.  I love being a curator and being able 
to receive the gift of art from each and every artist that brings their work to me.  It is in their 
gift that I find my concept to create – and the cycle continues.


“The artist is nothing without the gift, but the gift is nothing without work.” – Emile Zola
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Spotlight Room Show
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MAG Artist Profile  -  Linda Umphrey  -  Joined in 1998


For many artists who have come to Arizona recently, Western Art is a new stage 
of our artistic lives. As we struggle to find a new combination for us, of colors and 
shapes, we try to mix these “perfect” violet and blue shades of the surrounding 
mountains. We admire artists who spent their careers devoted to painting the 
West.  It is hard not to feel a bit of envy as you look at the art work of Linda 
Umphrey. In her landscapes, you can see sun lit rocks, trees, wildlife creatures, 
cool shadows and blue mountains looming on the horizon. She paints with a 
pallet of incredibly harmonic combinations of truly Arizonian colors. Beautiful 
shades of warm earthy yellows with vivid blues and violets. Looking at Linda’s 
work, we feel the inspiration that comes from a natural world and hear a call to 
follow her great example.  

Personal Information/Education: Linda Umphrey was born in Oregon where she 
lived with her parents on one of her grandfather’s farms located in the Willamette 
Valley. Growing up in an area surrounded by the berry fields, Linda was used to 
hard field work and was a real tomboy, playing softball and participating in rodeos. 
In high school she became interested in natural science and especially in 
chemistry. Though she was not planning to continue her education, her good 
grades and abilities were recognized by her teachers  who advised her to apply 
for college. She was admitted to Oregon State University that was located only 90 
miles away from her home. Linda’s studies (her major was microbiology with a 
minor in chemistry) were interrupted by summers spent working in berry and hop 

fields, which helped her to pay for college. She graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree after 4 years and immediately found a job in one of the research laboratories. Several years 
later she married and moved to AZ. The next years were spent as a full time mom, (domestic engineer!). During 
this time she attended classes at the Phoenix Art Museum and many workshops elsewhere, finally earning a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree in Graphic Design from Arizona State University. Linda found a job at Chandler 
Community College where she spent 8 years teaching Art and Computer classes before moving to Prescott.  

Art/Influences: Linda’s education in graphic design definitely influenced her 
approach to painting. Linda is attracted to the contemporary art that uses 
bright colors and interesting abstract forms. She loves the works of Matt Smith 
who uses very clear colors and “not tight” style of painting. She likes the 
beautiful colors and compositions of Kathy Stats’ landscapes. One of the 
paintings of Howard Terpning captured her imagination because of its unusual 
design, showing several Indian riders barely distinguished through the yellow 
fall foliage.  

The composition and the design in painting Western scenery is what 
fascinates Linda. She wants to capture the shapes of trees and rocks in the mountain terrain under the bright AZ 
sky that create interesting abstract forms. She prefers artist’s quality oil paints to ensure a higher concentration 
of pigment and an alkyd medium, which can shorten drying time and create a flexible oil film, which is less likely 
to crack over time. Linda does a lot of plein-air sketches, which she uses as reference for her larger paintings. 
She paints with large brush strokes and pays attention to the softer edges that give her work a “semi-
impressionistic” look. Although the majority of her paintings are landscapes, she also enjoys painting still life and 
portraits. She regularly attends the MAG Portrait and Figure Open Studio and each week paints plein-air.  

Linda’s work can be found in local galleries and she feels proud that her works have 
been selected for the Phippin Museum Western Art Show 8 years in a row. She is a 
juried member of the Oil Painters of America and Arizona Art Alliance. She 
continues  to teach workshops and classes in Prescott. 

Linda lives in Prescott with Tom, her husband of more than 50 years. She can be 
reached via her Web site FineArtsAz.com.   

Artist profile written and submitted by Nina Dennison.    
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Scholarship Auction - December 2
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AUCTION DONATION FORM
We request that the completed Auction Donation Form, and the donated item(s), be received by

 the Mountain Artists Guild on or before FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2016.

DONOR INFORMATION:

  Name:  ______________________________________________________________

  Address:  ____________________________________________________________

  City:  _______________________________  State:  _________  Zip:  ____________

  Phone:  _____________________________  (only in case extra information is needed)

I want to donate in the following way(s):   
_____ I would like to donate original art

 Item(s) to be donated:  Title_________________________________________

 Medium_______________________________ Retail Value_______________

_____ I would like to donate an item or service

           Item/service to be donated:  ___________________Retail Value___________

_____ I would like to advertise in the Auction Program

 _____Full Page / $300.00    _____1/2 Page / $150.00     _____1/4 Page / $75.00  

_____ I would like to purchase a table and receive a FREE ½ page ad

 _____8 person table / $400.00  _____10 person table / $500.00

_____ I would like to purchase individual tickets to attend dinner and auction 

 ________ number of tickets at $50.00/each*

_____ I would like to make a monetary donation 

 $__________ (cash or check)  If using a credit card, 

please fill out information below or call the Mountain Artists Guild at 928.776.4009. (VISA, MC or AMEX only)
  Name on card:_______________________________________ (if different from above)

  Number:  _________________________________________  Exp:  _____/_____

  3-digit code:  _________      Zip Code:  ________ (if different from above)

mountain artists guild
228 north alarcon street

prescott, az 86301
928.776.4009

mountainartistsguild.org

Annual Benefit Scholarship Auction
Friday, Dec. 2nd, 2016 at the Capital Canyon Club

All proceeds aid selected Yavapai County students for their continuing education in the visual arts

Each ticket is good for one admittance and dinner, which is a three-course meal.  
Selections include beef, chicken and fish. 

We will contact you to obtain your meal preference.

Thank you for your support! A Donation Receipt Letter, for tax purposes, 
will be sent to the address you have supplied above.

Signature:  _________________________________________ Date:  _________

http://www.mountainartistsguild.org
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Spotlight Room - Miniature Show
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Oct 21 - Nov 16    Spotlight Room   Arizona Print Group                               
 Nov 2 - Dec 23  Main Gallery   Holiday Gift Show                                    
 Nov 18 - Dec 23    Spotlight Room    MAG Miniature Show              
 Dec 2    Scholarship Auction  Capital Canyon Club        

Gallery Board - News     

The holiday season is rapidly approaching and the Gallery Board is excited about the 
upcoming shows - Holiday Show and Miniature Show.   The Holiday show runs from October 
31 to December 23.  The Miniature Show runs from November 18 to December 23. Proceeds 
will benefit the Mountain Artists Guild Building fund. 

Our 4th Friday events are always a wonderful time to see the current shows and meet with 
other artists and art lovers.  There is something new for 4th Fridays.  This will be a fun way to 
help raise money for the Gallery Building Fund.  50/50 raffle tickets will be available for $1.00 
a piece or 15 for $10.00.  For those unfamiliar with a 50/50 raffle, this is how it works.  A stub 
from a purchased ticket is randomly selected.   The winner will get 50% and the Gallery will 
receive the other 50% of the total funds from ticket sales.  A win-win all the way around!  The 
winning ticket will be selected at 6:15 each 4th Friday.  The winner must be present to win.

The Gallery Board would also like to remind our membership to please sign up for helping out 
on 4th Fridays.  You are welcome to bring food or help with setting up or taking down.  This is 
another great way to interact with your fellow artists.   As always, the Board encourages any 
member who is interested, to attend our monthly meetings on the 2nd Monday of each month, 
from 10 am to noon at the Gallery.  

We are all looking forward to more successful shows and more fun on 4th Fridays!

Main Gallery Shows for 2017


 Nouveau    January 9…………….. February 24

 Cultures & Customs   February 27…………..April 28

 Route 66    May 1…………………….June 23

 America the Beautiful  June 26………………….August 25

 Wild by Nature   August 28………………October 27

 Holiday Show    October 30…………….December 22
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Last Main Gallery Show “Fall Festival” Winners


2-D Winners


        

      1st - All Dressed Up                            2nd - Idaho Gold                        3rd - Desert Super Moon 

        Rosemary Perner                                 Ruth Jablow                                    Donna Carver

3-D Winners


 

       1st - GBOW 5 of 7                          2nd - Twisted Sisters                          3rd - Day & Night

           David Strauss                                Marcia Mallicoat                                Amanda Beland

                                  

                               Best in Show


                                  Fall Fairy Coat

                                  Ashley Darling
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Workshop News for 2017


All of the workshop contracts have been signed for the 2017.  
We are now lined up for 36 workshops.  
Check the website soon for updated info at http://www.mountainartistsguild.org/workshops

Upcoming Workshop               

December 5, 6, 7 and 8, 2016

Watercolor and Oil

Betty Car, Instructor
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OPEN STUDIOS

Oil Painting Group  (All media welcome)                               
Wednesdays, 9am - Noon                                                                        

$2 member - $4 non-member, per day                                                  
Alice Gunter - Coordinator

Water Media Group ( All media welcome)                                                     
Thursdays, 9am - Noon                                                                            

$2 member - $4 non-member, per day                                                
Sandy Swan - Coordinator

Portrait/Costumed Model (All media welcome)                            
Fridays, 9am - Noon                                                                               

$10 member - $15 non-member, per day                                           
Dorothy Ray - Coordinator

For Info - MAG office - 445-2510

http://www.mountainartistsguild.org
http://www.mountainartistsguild.org/workshops
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Past Workshop


Acrylics - Doug Oliver, Instructor
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Mountain Artists Guild 
& Gallery 

228 N. Alarcon Street 
Prescott, AZ 86301 

  

Business Office 
Hours: 9am to 3pm 

Monday-Friday 
Tel: 928-445-2510 
Fax: 928-776-4861 

  

Gallery Hours 
Mon–Fri: 10am to 4pm 

Sat: 11am to 3pm 
Sun: Closed 

Tel: 928-776-4009 
  

Email 
magart@qwestoffice.net 

  

Websites 
www.mountainartistsguild.org  
www.prescottartfestivals.com

http://www.mountainartistsguild.org

